NTRS: NASA Technical Reports Server

The Nasa Technical Reports Server is an experimental service that allows you to search the many different abstract and technical report servers maintained by various NASA centers and programs. If you want to find technical reports and aerospace-related literature produced by NASA, this is the place to come.

There are 15 separate databases at various NASA sites; you can search them all or any subset. Some contain abstracts only; others contain complete reports as well. Most of them have a few hundred entries or less, however one (the CASI Technical Report Server) has 3 million abstracts (but abstracts only). This single repository contains the vast majority of the NTRS collection.

Not being very imaginative, I searched using the term "space shuttle" and found 250 items (probably a system-imposed maximum). One (the first) was Report at a glance: Report of the Presidential Commission on the Space Shuttle Challenger Accident -- just the abstract, of course.

This system is a unified interface to many separate WAIS servers, and the documentation warns that it may be slow because each database is searched on a different computer (isn’t parallelism supposed to speed things up?). From a technical Digital Library point of view, I felt that it wasn’t very interesting.

Ian H. Witten October 1996